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Mount McLoughlin 
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“It will always be Mt. Pitt 
to me”, the old-timers voice 
faded without echo. “Yep, we 
had a Mt. Pitt Precinct, a Mt. Pitt 
School, and that mountain 
standing there is damn well Mt. 
Pitt.” He stood defiant, daring a 
challenge, as he pointed a 
crooked finger to the snow 
capped mountain ranging 
above the dense trees. Fired up 
by his enthusiasm, and out of 
belief in my own childhood 
memories, | agreed with him. 
Being born under the mountain 
myself, it was, and always will 
be, Mt. Pitt, to me too. (Country 
Folk, Butte Falls, Derby, Dudley, by 
Barbara Hegne) 

Early settlers called this 
majestic mountain Snowy Butte, 
Big Butte and Mt. Pitt., and be- 
fore that, the Takelma Indians 
called it Alwillamchadis. 1. 

Some say the name Pit, 
or Pitt, is named after the En- 
glish statesman William Pitt,the 
man who guided the destiny of 
Britain against Napolean. 2. 

Others believe it was 
named Mt. Pitt after the Pitt 
River, which was named so be- 
cause of the numerous pits dug 
there by the Indians to trap 
game. 

Still some, think the 
squaw man Pitt, named the 
mountain after himself. 3. 

The name Mt. Pitt ap- 
pears on an 1843 map made by 
Charles Preuss, Fremont’s car- 
tographer. 

In 1832, Donald McKay, 
a Hudson Bay trapper, named 
the mountain after Dr. John 
McLoughlin, chief factor of the 

Hudson Bay Company. 
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John McLoughlin was 


Dr. 
called, “father of Oregon”, and 
he is known as Oregon's first 


governor. 

In an article to the news- 
paper, W. M. Colvig, claimed 
that in 1863, they called the 
mountain, Mt. Pitt, after an old 
trapper of that name, who 
hunted the mountains of south- 
ern Oregon and northern Cali- 
fornia. He said Pitt had a part- 
ner by the name of Martin, and 
what is now known as Sprague 
River, was, prior to 1863, called 
Martin’s River. 4 

In 1905, the name Mount 
McLoughlin, was restored by 
the legislature to honor Dr. 
John McLoughlin. Although, it 
has been suggested by many 
writers to quit calling the moun- 
tain by the false name of Mt. 
Pitt, the generations living near 
the mountain, continue to call it 
the name their forefathers did, 
Mt. Pitt. It is doubtful the name 
of Pitt will ever be completely 
erased as a name for this 
mountain. 

Mt. McLoughlin is the 
highest mountain in Southern 
Oregon, with an elevation of 
9,493 feet. It was a typical vol- 
cano, and part of the various 
lava flows, are still visible 
where glaciers have eroded 
down the mountain side. The 
shape of the mountain changed 
when large volumes of water 
from the receding glaciers 
carved their way down the 
mountainside, dragging sand 
and rocks along their path. 

Several streams tunnel 
underground and twist through 
the mountain to emerge several 


miles away. The largest of 
these springs is Big Butte, lo- 
cated about 10 miles northwest 
of the mountain, another is 
Whiskey Springs which is lo- 
cated about six miles northwest 
of the mountain. 

An Early Climb To the 

Top In 1858 

Joseph Burpee, William 
Wilkenson, Dr. Greer, Henry 
Klippel, John Love, and Robert 
Haines. started from  Jack- 
sonville August 20, 1858, to 
climb Mt. Pitt. After a two week 
attempt to climb the mountain 
from the Rancheria Prairie side, 
they took what was afterward 
known as the Fort Klamath 
Trail, on the north side of Pitt. 
John Love and Robert Haines, 
stayed at a base camp, while 
the others climbed to the top. 

On reaching the summit, 
they noted the mountains and 
scenery below and reported ev- 
erything they could’ see: 
“Diamond Peak, Mt. Thielson, 
Three Sisters, Mt. Jefferson, 
Mt. Hood, Mt. Adams, Mt. 
Rainier, Black Butte, Mt. 
Shasta, Lawson's Peak, Mt. Di- 
ablo and Klamath and Modoc 
country, with its many lakes.” 
“But we could not distinctly see 
any known part of Rogue River 
Valley, owing to smoke that 
hung over it at that time, which 
we very much regretted. 5 

The group left their 
names, ages and birthplaces, 
on a slip of paper corked inside 
an empty wine bottle, and 
placed it near the summit. 
Years later, Hon. W. W. Fidler 
and party, ascended the moun- 
tain and discovered the botile 


Climb to the top in 1913 
Ernest Smith, Orie Morris,Charley 
Patton, Ray Parker and Merle 
Brainard 


From the top: Looking down the north 
side, 1917 


The old logging railroad. Mt Pitt 
in the background 
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with the names intact. 6. 
Climb to The Top In 1913 

On July 8, 1913, a group 
of Butte Falls fellows, decided to 
climb Mt. Pitt. They were: Ernest 
Smith, Orie Morris, Ray Parker, 
Merle Brainard, Cal Brainard and 
Charley Patton. They took the 
Old Military Road and camped at 
Four Bit Creek the first night. 
They went by way of Twin Ponds, 
Summit Lake and Squaw Lake. 
They located a small cabin, and 
there, they met a man named 
Duncan. He was from Klamath 
Falls, and was also on his way to 
climb the mountain, so he joined 
the group. 

The next day, they 
reached the top, and after a won- 
derful afternoon viewing the 
scenery, they started down, the 
easy way, slipping and sliding. 
Ray Parker used his large frying 
pan to slide on. He went sailing 
lickety-split, then the pan turned 
him backward and sent him in an 
uncontrolled tailspin. He lost his 
hat, and had to hike back up the 
mountain to retrieve it. 

On the way home, they 
met a Forest Ranger named, Ed 
Kirby and he put them up for the 
night. The next morning when 
they woke, their eyes were 
swollen shut, their faces were 
blistered and their lips were so 
thick they could barely speak. 
Swollen from the hours spent in 
the bright sunshine reflecting on 
the snow. THey had to hold their 
eyes open with their fingers so 
they could see. Ernest Smith was 
the more severly burned, so he 
and Cal Brainard, stayed behind 

while the others walked to 


24 


Ernest's brother-in-law, Ed 
Cowden’s place. Ed hitched up 
the team and wagon and came 
after them. Their faces peeled for 
days and Emest had problems 
with his eyes for a long time. 6 
Mt Pitt, The Volcano 

In April 1915, the farmers 
at Agate (White City), claimed to 
have seen Mt. Pitt erupt. A few 
days later, the Butte Falls corre- 
spondent to the Mail Tribune, 
made this reply. “This peak is 
only 16 miles from Butte Falls 
and in plain sight. We positively 
know it did not erupt. There is a 
small cloud that encircles it and 
looks very much like smoke, so 
this is probably what they saw. " 
i 

Legends _ still abound 
about lofty Mt. Pitt. One fable 
taken to heart by the Rogue 
River fishermen, is the appear- 
ance of “Angel Wings”, or “Eagle 
Wings” on the mountain. The 


legend of the good luck wings 
has been passed down from 
the Indians to the early Big 
Butte Settlers and on to a gen- 
eration of anglers. 

When the wings appear 
on the west side of the moun- 
tain, the best fishing is guar- 
anteed in all the nearby moun- 
tain streams. 

On a clear day, May 
through June, the snow has 
melted to expose rocks that 
trigger the imagination. Look 
toward the mountain and you 
may see the arched wings that 
outline the west slope. Then, 
throw that fishing line in any 
cool stream and watch the fish 
swarm toyour pole. 8 

Whether you believe 
the legends or call it Mt. Pitt or 
Mt. McLoughlin, it is your 
mountain and one shared by 
many residents of the entire 
valley. 


From our collection. 


Early photo of Mt. McLoughlin taken from the Eagle Point-Lake 
Creek Area, 


From our photo collection. 
This photo was taken in 1911. We have three children identified. If you have this photo at home or know any of the 
children in the photo, give Barbara a call: 826-4166 
Fourth from left in front row is Mike VanScoy, sixth is Truman “Buster McClelland, third girl from right in front row is 
Helen Holt, next to her on the left is Nora Childreth. Bottom: Eagle Point high school basketball, 1936 


~ 
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Along with the two Ann Brookins Looking On The Outside 
additions to the museum, and Ed Dahack by Barbara Hegne 
the growth of the collection, the Grace Armstrong 
outside grounds has grown from Merle & Jessie McGraw Although most of my efforts have 


an old weed patch to a Blue Don & Carol Reynolds been to the organization and displaying 


ribbon, landscaped, flower Larry & Caro! Vaughn ; : : Be 
garden. It began in 1978 and a_ Dorothy MacDougal historical artifacts inside the museum. If the 


long list of helpers and donators Gerry Craver outside doesn't look good, who will want to 
need to be recognized: Sheri Vail see the inside? My biggest thanks for help 
Keith & Gaynell Krambeal Ben & Amy Dawson go to Ernie Redington. When | wanted the 
Serenity Bene Be ickeon large rock moved out of the museum to the 
Steve Snyder Ken Beebe er mieunooked it eer 

Inita Kaiser Louise Jackson flower bed, Ernie hooked it up to his car 
Bill Hubbard & his 4H Group Janet Walters bumper and a four-wheel dolly and pulled it 
Greg Snow Eagle Point Sheep Club out. The only problem, was when he put on 
eit he (a ee his car brakes, the rock kept going. 

usin mMorman 

George & Laree Linder Fred Speer However, all ended well. When | told Kay 
Erie Redington Alma Spicer Kelty, I’d like to have the old Woolen Mills 
Betty Bedingfield Bob & Kay Kelty water pump in our museum yard. Kay gladly 
SILGIE en i Ber laekbulp donated it. Ernie did the cementing and 
Rike Bednar Rick & Levi Chamberlain Bolt ith By rat 
Niki Bednar Billy Fraizer olting (althoug € pump was later 


Helen Wolgamott Betty Hayward stolen). Being event coordinator for the 
, museum, | wanted to do a project that 
would last a lifetime.| thought burying a 
capsule would be fitting. Many items were 
donated and put inside the capsule. It will 
be opened in March 2057. In addition, Kay 
gave us two cultivators and | have them 
bolted and chained to the fence rail. The 
city asked us if we wanted one of the old 
time water hydrants, of course we did. Ken 
Beebe helped cemented it in. 
My neighbor, Bob Blackburn, had an 
old, original wagon wheel in front of his 
nobile home. | pestered him for it until he 
finally said “Go ahead and take it away’. 
ick Chamberlain, and his son Levi, helped 
tec it in the pick up and we brought it to 
the museum. Ken Beebe, and one of his 
orkers, put it in deep concrete. 

When my daughter Cheryl died in 
997, Geri Craver was in charge of the 
garden. | was speechless when she 
presented me with a plaque and space for 
“Cheryl's Garden” in her honor. | think that 
was one of the most thoughtful things 
anyone has ever done. 

My friend, Alma Spicer, gave me a 
Ginger Rogers Rose that was grown 
especially for Ginger by the British Rose 
Growers Association. Instead of planting it 
at home, | decided to plant it in “Cheryl's 
Garden” so everyone could enjoy it. 


Photo:  Top-L. Ernie 
Redington (Ernie passed 
away in Feb. 1998). R. 
Helen Wolgamott. Lower 
R. Don Reynolds. 


The Eagle Point 
Historical Society & Museum 
is in charge of the care and 
maintenance of the old 
Antelope Cemetery located 
on Riley Road. The 
cemetery has many children 
buried in it. The cemetery 
was established in 1854 
when Sarah E. Swingle was 
buried. She was 12 years 
old when she died. Two 
Simon children were buried 
in 1864: eleven year-old 
Conrad and nine month-old 
Peter Jr. Five Howlett 
children died of diphtheria in 
1881: Alfred, 14, Bertha, 4 
Maggie 2, Martha 5 and 
Wilber 8. 

Don Reynolds is in 
charge of our cemetery. 

Some of 
volunteer helpers 
donators include: 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution. 

Norma Kuyper. 

Alice Wright. 

Rogue Lamb Kids 4-H 
Skyline Riders Horse Club. 
Dan Mickey 

Ernie Redington 

Carol Reynolds. 

Desert Pegasus. 

Eagle Point Junior high 8th 
Grade (1996). 

Lake Creek Swine Club. 
Penny Reed 

lf | have left anyone out, | 
sincerely apologize. B. H. 


Chank Nou! 


PAVIA! 
AY 


our 
and 


Antelope pomeen Clean- ine 


Some of our volunteer cemetery helpers. Top 1988. Middle: Norma 
Kuyper, coordinator, cutting a watermellon to treat the workers, 1989. 
Bottom: 1992 
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Welcome new members: Fred 
Coffman and Roxana Morris. 

If you would like to 
become a member or sponsor 
a membership, mail your check 


to Eagle Point Historical 
Museum, P. O. Box 201,Eagle 
Point, Ore. 97524 

Lifetime $100 
Single $7.50 
Husband & wife S12 50 


Teens (0 to 13 yrs) $5.00 
Business $10.00 


You will help us support our 
local museum and preserve 
our history. 
You will receive our bi-monthly |Heler 
newsletter. 


References: The Highest Mountain in Southern 


Oregon by Barbara Hegne 


1.-4. Medford Mail Tribune May 27, 1984. 
November 11, 1915 November 29, 1915 
and November 17, 1915. 

So. Democratic Times May 28, 1897. 

6. Emest Smith Unpublished papers, 1910. 

Medford Mail Tribune April 9, 1915 and 


July 6, 1983. 


; Committees: 
Historical News 

Volunteers .Don Reynolds 
Attendance DonReynolds — 
Cemetery — “Don Reynolds 2 
Hostess — _ Amy Dawson — 
Grounds Helen Wolgamott 
Liaison (SOHS) 


Staff Museum: Volunteers = Merten): « 


Don Reynolds 
Carol Reynolds - oi 
Beryl Hickson 
Arlene Hoffman — 
Virginia Cutler 
Midge Harnish - 


Virginia Cutler : 


- Marjorie Eden 


Newsletter Editor & Museum 
* Curator: 
Barbara Hegne. 
What would you like to see in 
‘the newsletters for future 
articles? 
For story ideas, corrections or 
additions write. 


|| P.O. Box 201 Eagle Point, 


OR. 97524 
Phone 826-4166 
= Fax 830-4596 
Visit our gift shop for more — 
books on history. 


One Hundred Years Ago , Eagle Point, Oregon ; 


James Fryer, later called the “Father of Eagle Point’, wrote in his journals every day from 1867 [; 
Y until he died in 1912. He only missed a couple of years when he was on the Oregon coast. This is a ; 
great section in our research collection. Although some days he simply writes about the weather, rf 
Y)planting crops or washing clothes, other days mention names of early pioneers that have been left out Wy 

Y 


¥ of the census. In this manner we can track some of our early settlers. His writing is difficult to read, but x 
> 


Tina Redington has been slowly putting the entire journals on computer. The following is taken from 
éthe end of the year, December 31, 1899 (translation by Tina Redington). 
fi) “Heavy rain last night, fog this moming. Cleared a while, then wind and rain. At home all day. (1) 
yo better just tearing things around.| am very poorly some like lagrip. Austen shooting his gun. 
< Titchner? here, Mrs. St...called. A dull old day of it. Well this the last of the Old Year of 1899, with it x 
iJioys and sorrow.Some changes for us. Lelah was married the first of the year to Mr. Jones and has|j| 
» 
‘5 


) 


been gone most of the time. Austen Green came up from Los Angeles and has been here all the year. 
Wis health has been bad most of the time. | am getting old, failing fast. Gladius lives on Forest Creek, ; 
x has been home several times, she has a fine daughter name Rubertha. We have been very unsettled, K « 
owe could not sell out and we come very nearly losing our beautiful home, but | saved it for a while, and (N 
Whop for better times. S ome changes at Eagle Point, a telephone line, a fine new school house and ) 
‘there has been some fixing up around. A big thrasher engine put on the road to haul lumber from the 
j) mountains, with great expectations for the future. Crops good, time good, the Spanish War and the}y 
Philippine War has been going on. The Spanish War is over, the Philippine nearly. Had a big timeA 
when the boys came marching home again. Jerry Heckathom and Elick Daves was in the war. Eagle 
’Point give them a fine reception when they got back. Ashland and Medford and Gold Hill has improved‘ 
fast and so has most of the Valley. So good bye to old 1899 and all hail 1900. 


People Profile 


Who is this quiet stranger 
that shows up at all our historical 
meeting and events? One who 
never speaks out unless asked for 
advise and then seems to have all 
the right answers. This remarkable 
person is Marjorie Edens, the 
longest lasting employee of the 
Southern Oregon Historical Society. 
Marjorie was raised in Jacksonville, 
Oregon, where she graduated from 
high school in 1958. She attended 
Lewis & Clark College, Portland, in 
part on an Elk Lumber Company 
Scholarship. She later lived in 
Nashville, Tennessee, working at 
Vanderbilt University, and Dallas, 
Texas, where she worked at 
Southern Methodist University. She 
returned to Jacksonville in 1976. 
She began as a volunteer for the 
SOHS cataloging their quilt 
collection. Marjorie also worked as 
a part-time receptionist, and when 
the Society’s director found how fast 
she could type, hired her full time. 

It is always a pleasure to 
have Marjorie attend our meetings. 
She is always there with a helping 
hand and her interests are for the 
betterment of all the historical 
societies. 


Marjorie wears many hats, she is the Society's Oral Historian and Field Services Coordinator. 
Marjorie is the liaison to the Jackson County Historical Society-museums. Her position summary is: An 
exempt position responsible for developing close community relationships and promoting cooperative 
activities with selected historic and cultural organization in Jackson County, including the Jackson 
County History Museums Associations; administers the Society’s oral history program and conducts 
historical research. 

Some of her responsibilities are: Coordinates requests for society professional services..by 
acting as the initial contact for requests from selected historic and cultural organizations, determining 
the most appropriate, effective and efficient means of addressing such requests, and coordinating with 
appropriate department supervisors the fulfilling of those requests. 

Facilitates a mutually beneficial relationship between the Society and selected historic and 
cultural organizations by representing and promoting the Society at meetings and events sponsored by 
those organizations...by coordinating participation with the above by assigned Society trustee (s)...by 
encouraging communication and partnership activities between the Society and the organizations for 
the benefit of the individual communities and all residents of the County. 


Comments 


Lots of great things! 

Love coming here we will be 
back. 

Very Pretty. 

Very Nice & interesting. 

It’s cool. 

| liked the wagon. 

Bless this place, we are lucky! 
Great Place. 

Very interesting 
enjoyable. 

It smells good. 
Always a pleasure. 
What a way to spend a day off 
from school. 

| always enjoy this place !!! 
Very very nice museum & lady. 
A fun collection of treasures. 
It's interesting to see relics 
from my parent's past. Very 
good displays. 

Interesting and great history 


and 


study. 

Had to come back and finish 
looking. 

The most organized and 


informative museum I’ve ever 
visited. 


Visitor Groups 


Four groups from. the 
Junior High computer classes 
visited the museum. They are 
interested in putting some Eagle 
Point history on the internet. 

The Ashland YMCA youth 
group visited the museum. 

We had an_— evening 
opening so the Tiger Cubs could 
visit on their meeting night. 

The Eagle Point Historical 
Society hosted the meeting of the 
Jackson County Museum 
Association in March. The next 
meeting will be May 6, at the 
Railroad Park 10 a.m. 


You are 
invited to 


OC Sut aah 
meetings 
the 2nd 
Monday 
of each month at 7 P.M., 
held at the museum on 


North Royal Ave. 
Refreshments are served 
courtesy of various 
members. Come join us in 
planning the historical future 
of the Eagle Point Historical 
Society and Meet new 
friends. 


Visitor from Florida 


How far would you go to do research your ancestors? Lifetime 
member, Larry Conley, came from Oviedo, Florida. He is related to 
several early Eagle Point, Lake Creek and Butte Falls settlers: 
Conley, Daley and Beck. Larry was delighted that we had so much on 
his relatives. In addition, Kay Kelty, also a relative, brought to the 
museum a large photo album that had many many photos of these 
early pioneers. Barbara Hegne will photograph the photos and send 


Larry Conley at the Eagle Point Historical Museum 


NMiembership: 
Teens $5.00 
Single $7.50 
Husband & Wife $12.50 
Business $10 
Lifetime $100 Winter Hours 
Tues. Wed. Thurs & Fri. 12 
Noon to 4pm 
We are located in the Historic Saturday 10 AM to 4pm. 
District of Eagle Point, Oregon, Closed Sunday & Monday 
between the Old Antelope Museum 826-4166 
Covered Bridge and the Butte Summer Hours 
Creek Mill on North Royal. Daily noon until 4pm 
ADMISSION FREE Closed Sunday 
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True Historical Stories 


